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Minnesota police charge man with
arson in connection with fire that
destroyed a 119-year-old synagogue

By Amir Vera, CNN
0 Updated 11:03 PM ET, Fri September 13, 2019

The remains of Adas Israel Synagogue in Duluth, Minnesota.

(CNN) — A man was arrested Friday in connection with a fire that destroyed a 119-year-old synagogue, Minnesota authorities said.

Adas Israel Synagogue in Duluth, about 155 miles northeast of Minneapolis, caught fire early Monday morning, according to CNN affiliate WCCO-TV. The fire left the
synagogue in ruins, but WCCO reported that firefighters were able to save several religious relics including eight Torah scrolls that are important to the congregation.

The man was identified as Matthew James Amiot, 36, who was booked on a first-degree arson charge, according to
Sgt. Matt Donnelly with the St. Louis County Jail. Amiot will appear at St. Louis County court in Duluth on Monday.

Duluth Police Chief Mike Tusken said earlier this week there is no indication of a threat to other places of worship.
Duluth's fire and police departments will hold a press conference with updates on the fire Sunday at 11 a.m.

Adas Israel Synagogue is one of two synagogues in the Duluth Jewish community, according to the St. Paul Jewish
Federation. It is an Orthodox/high conservative congregation with 75 members.

CNN's Chuck Johnston, Omar Jimenez and Brad Parks contributed to this report.
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